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launch (noun and verb)
Start or set something in motion or introduce it to the 
public for the first time.

The Saturn V spacecraft launched from Florida.
Apple launched the newest line of iPhones last week.
We're getting ready for the launch.

eclipse (noun and verb)
Obscure the light from or to another celestial body or deprive someone or
something of power and importance.

There won't be another lunar eclipse like this for a hundred years.
The moon eclipsed the Sun.
The director's resignation eclipsed the success of our project.

Houston, we have a problem
'Houston' refers to the NASA command centre located in 
Houston, TX. This phrase was uttered by the Apollo 13 crew 
when they discovered their launch didn't go according to plan. 
Nowadays, we use it to announce an issue or error to others.

Houston, we have a problem. I can't see the sales data from July anywhere.
Houston, we have a problem; I missed my bus and will be late.

the eagle has landed
This is another phrase that originates in the Apollo space missions to the
moon. This time it was uttered by Neil Armstrong after landing the Lunar
Module Eagle in the Sea of Tranquillity on the moon. Nowadays, it's used for
announcing the arrival, or successful completion of a mission or task.

The eagle has landed. We can finish up and leave.
The eagle has landed. I'll be home in twenty minutes.
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shoot/reach for the stars
This phrase describes trying to achieve something particularly 
difficult or even unachievable. The meaning comes from the 
fact that we can't really reach another solar system with another star.

My mother always told me I could do anything and shoot for the stars. 
Our budget for next year is much higher than we expected. We can reach for the
stars.



Be ecstatic or very happy.

She'll be over the moon when she hears about it.
I was over the moon when I passed my last exam.
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once in a blue moon
'Once in a blue moon' means very rarely and comes from the term for an
additional full moon in a year. Most years have twelve full moons, but there
are thirteen every two to three years. Blue moon refers to the third full moon
in a season with four full moons. The term is used to keep the timing of full
moons regular, similar to the reason for leap days.

Growing up, we only had ice cream once in a blue moon.
I see my cousins once in a blue moon.

come back down to earth
Be more realistic.

It's a nice idea, but I think you need to come back down to 
earth a bit.
She'll come down to earth once she thinks about it.

be over the moon
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Daydream or stop paying attention.

I have no idea what the teacher asked; I spaced out.
Many people space out in front of their TV every evening.

space out

It's not difficult or complicated.

It's not rocket science, and I'm sure I can figure it out.
I know it's not rocket science, but I still don't understand it.

it's not rocket science
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Practice activityPractice activityPractice activity

1. The _____ went well.
2. _____; I spilt coffee all over my papers.
3. People with ADHD tend to _____ more than others.
4. Our family goes on holiday _____.
5. Maybe we were wrong to _____.
6. We'll leave when _____.
7. The education crisis was _____ by the collapse of the country's
economy.
8. I know you're _____ about the news but our work isn't over. You need
to _____.
9. It may not be _____ but kids still struggle with the concept.

Take a look at the sentences below and try to fill the gaps with
appropriate words or phrases.


